


 
Our PHS Girls Track Team won its 3rd consecutive regional title and several of our 
athletes qualified for state. There were too many great times and personal bests to list 
them all, but Lynna Irby broke regional records in the 100 and 400, and Sandra 
Brown broke a regional record and is now ranked 13th in the nation in pole vaulting. 
 

 
Our PHS Men’s and Women's Rugby Teams both had exceptional seasons advancing 
to Semistate. 

Our Pike Career & STEM Center hosted a Pinning Ceremony for our first class of 

graduates from our Certified Nursing Assistant class. 100% of our graduated, earning 

their CNA's, which gives those juniors and seniors the opportunity to earn a 

certification that generally requires some form of post-secondary nursing instruction.

Pike High School students Lenin Aguilar, Kadiatou Diallo, and Joy Morounfolu were selected to 

participate in the prestigious 2016 IU Simon Cancer Center Summer Research Program. 

Our Pike High School Class of 2016 earned $11,696,459 in scholarship offers and awards.  

College Park, Deer Run, Guion Greek, Eagle Creek, Eastbrook, Fishback Creek, New Augusta 

South, and Snacks Crossing Elementary Schools were awarded the 2016 National Healthy 

School Award for the Alliance for a Healthier Generation. Because of their selection for this 

recognition, each school will receive promotional materials to support their local outreach 

efforts, as well as a National Healthy Schools Award Package.  

 

A team representing Pike High School placed second in Purdue’s 2016 Engineering Expo. The team was 

awarded $1,000 and each member will be eligible for a $200 scholarship if they opt to attend Purdue. 

 

 

 



College Park and Eagle Creek Elementary Schools will receive the Recognized ASCA Model 

Program (RAMP) designation during a special ceremony at the American School Counselor 

Association’s annual conference in New Orleans on July 11 for making an exemplary 

commitment to comprehensive school counseling programs. The RAMP designation, awarded 

for aligning with the criteria in the ASCA National Model, recognizes schools that are 

committed to delivering a comprehensive, data driven school counseling program and an 

exemplary educational environment.  

Congratulations to all of Pike High School’s Latin scholars. This group had more medalists than 

any year since our participation began in 1993! Freshman Jada Johnson earned a gold medal 

(Summa cum Laude) in first year. Silver medals (Maxima cum Laude) were won by IB student 

Naomi Castellon-Perez, third-year student Carmen D’Andrea, second-year students Chyna 

Ferguson and Abby Beiter, and first-year students Sarah London, Martin Arias, Melanie Man, 

Eric Barron, and Kendall Allen. Magna cum Laude certificates were awarded to first-year 

students Kennedy Steele, Jacob Bering, Lexis Jones, Allison Crawford-Wallis, Rachel Landis, 

Nabiha Hassan, Airika Lewis, Cameryn Howard, and Carmela Angeles, second-year students 

Emily Hyatt, Eriel Wise-Butler, Kate Kragness, and Elijah Darden. Cum Laude certificates were 

earned by IB student Tiffani Banks, first-year student Akhari Cazy, and second-year students 

Breanna Steiff, Zane Greene, and Megan Olson. 

Pike High School was once again ranked as one of the most challenging high schools in the 

Nation. This is the fourth consecutive year we have made the list. We are ranked 33rd in the state 

and 1,789 (up 99 spots from last year) in the country.  

Pike High School junior, Melany Reyes, won the Congressional Art Contest for the 5th district. 

Melany, an AP Studio Art student, will receive two airline tickets to Washington DC to attend a 

special reception and her work will be exhibited in Congress for the upcoming year. 

In their first week of participating in the Food Rescue Program, New Augusta Public Academy 

South set a food collection record and were featured on WFYI’s No Limits. 



Pike High School led our district in an effort to help our neighbors in Flint, Michigan by creating 

the Pike Schools Focus on Flint initiative to raise money for the heavy costs the schools will bear 

due to the long-term issues associated with lead poisoning in children. Pike Schools Focus on 

Flint t-shirts, buttons, and stickers were sold in all of our schools, and the Superintendent granted 

special permission for students and staff members who purchase a t-shirt to wear their shirt with 

jeans on Thursday, March 17, to show our solidarity with the students, teachers, and citizens of 

Flint, Michigan.

Our community demonstrated their Pike Pride when they joined us for An 

Evening with the Arts in Pike on April 11. The event featured an incredible 

showcase of the visual and vocal artistic talents of K-12 students from 

throughout Pike Township. 

The Indianapolis Star included Eric Bradley (Boys Rugby) and Lynna Irby (Girls Track) on the 

list of Indiana’s top spring high school athletes.  

College Park, Deer Run, and Eagle Creek Elementary Schools received the Gold Star School 

Counseling Award. The honor is bestowed upon schools that exhibit the highest level of school 

counseling professionalism by meeting or exceeding the Indiana School Counseling Program 

Standards.  

Our Pike High School HOSA (Future Health Professionals of America) Team did an exceptional 

job at their Statewide Conference, earning the right to compete in the HOSA International 

Conference for the second year in a row.  

Fishback Creek Public Academy educator Chris Laurino received the First Lego League Coach 

Award, which is given to the coach whose leadership and guidance is evident and best 

exemplifies the FIRST LEGO League Core Values. In addition, FCPA’s Robofish White Team 

won Core Value Awards for Inspiration, Teamwork, and Gracious Professionalism. 



The MSD of Pike Township's annual Community 

Literacy Fair was held at Pike High School on Friday, 

April 8th. Approximately 2,000 guests joined us in this 

free celebration of the tremendous talents, amazing 

abilities, and incredible strengths of the students, 

educators, families, and organizations that make up our 

wonderful community.  

 

Our fun-filled fair featured interactive activities for all 

ages. There were 3D printers, green screens, robots, 

finger painting, music, art, and fun games. Guests had 

the opportunity to create dog toys for our four legged friends in shelters, do The One and Only 

Ivan related activities, build with PVC pipes, create structures with uncooked spaghetti and mini-

marshmallows, study star maps and use telescopes, participate in and be astounded by various 

science demonstrations, explore their local watershed and ecosystem, have a magnificent time 

with math, compete against members of the Pike Chess Club, do an interactive obstacle course, 

learn about and register for athletic opportunities for children of all ages at the St. Vincent Sport 

& Fitness Fair, visit our new Aquatic Center, enjoy a planetarium show, donate money to help 

raise funds for military service dogs for injured vets, support our Focus on Flint initiative, read, 

write, create, celebrate the strengths of our community, and so much more.  

After two district events and some stiff competition, our Pike High 

School Robotics Team, the Robodevils, successfully qualified to 

compete in the Indiana State Championship with their robot, “The 

Red Charger.” 

The Pike Performing Production Troupe (3PT) proudly presented Inherit the Wind 

in the Pike Performing Arts Center on Thursday, March 17 and Friday, March 18. 

This year marked the 90th anniversary of this groundbreaking play based on the 

famous trial of John Scopes, a teacher who taught the illegal ideas of evolution in 

his public school classroom.  



For the second year in a row, the American Heart Association 

recognized the MSD of Pike Township as a Gold Fit-Friendly 

Worksite. The American Heart Association presented Superintendent 

Jones with a special award for instilling a culture of health and 

wellness in Pike. 

Pike High School senior Monique Jones was awarded the Lis Daily Scholarship.  

Pike High School was recognized as one of the top football-basketball programs in the nation by 

MaxPreps. The site, which declares itself America’s Source for High School Sports, used a 

computer ranking system, which compiled a school’s ranking placement in both sports over the 

span of the last five years. Pike came in at an impressive number 16. 

Our Pike High School Boys Basketball team won the Marion County Championship for the 

second year in a row! 

The Indiana Academy of Science Talent Search invited student Bryant Johnson to present his 

research on highly acidic concentrated fruit juices used as a renewable and echo-friendly energy 

source. Bryant initially presented his project at the Regional Science Fair. Additionally, student 

Iqra Syed was awarded a U.S. Stockholm Junior Water Prize Regional Certificate for her water-

related science project. The Stockholm Junior Water Prize is the most prestigious award for a 

water-related science project at the high school level. The prize seeks to inspire today’s young 

scientists as they tackle the challenges facing one of the planet’s most vital resources. 

The MSD of Pike Township was once again named a District of Distinction by District 

Administration magazine. According to a release from the publication, Districts of Distinction is 

a national recognition program created by District Administration magazine to honor school 

districts that are leading the way with new ideas that work. The magazine's Editorial Director, JD 

Solomon indicated, "We selected your initiative because it is yielding quantifiable benefits, and 

could be replicated by your peers in other districts. Out of hundreds of nominations, your 

program was one of 33 to be selected for this round of Districts of Distinction." 
 

Disconnecting the Pipeline to Decrease Suspensions: http://www.nxtbook.com/pmg/DA/DA_0316/index.php#/40 

http://www.nxtbook.com/pmg/DA/DA_0316/index.php#/40


The Indiana Department of Education and the Marion County Health Department recognized our 

school garden program. In addition to utilizing the gardens at each school to help students learn 

about gardening and healthy eating, this year, Superintendent Jones decided to expand the lesson 

to include the importance of helping others. Our students took special pride in knowing that the 

zucchini, potatoes, tomatoes, cucumbers, green beans, lettuce, and greens that were grown in our 

gardens were donated to local food pantries, providing hundreds of pounds of fresh vegetables to 

families in need.  

Eagle Creek Elementary School won the 2016 First Place Gold National Pentathlon Team 

Trophy for the Indiana-Ohio Math Pentathlon National Center. The 2016 National Mathematics 

Pentathlon Tournament Center in Indiana/Ohio had 67 participating schools with 1500 

participating students. 

Snacks Crossing Elementary School educator, Peggy Owens, was named Teachers’ Treasures 

2016 Teacher of the Year. 

The 2016 Indiana Swimming Senior State Championships was hosted 

at the Pike Aquatic Center March 11-13. 

 

The purpose of the event, which had a record number of participants 

this year, is to create increased long course opportunities to qualify for 

Olympic Trials, US Open, Summer JNATS, Futures, Sectionals and 

NCSA Meets during the Olympic year. 

 

Participating PHS Swimmers: 

Cathryn Schroeder, Maddy Rodabough, Olivia DiRuzza, Cleopatra Herron, and Kylie Smith 

Our Pike High School Boys Swimming & Diving Team finished third at the Brownsburg 

Sectional. Aiden Werner was Sectional Champion in Diving, and both Aiden and Lucas Graham 

qualified for the Diving Regional. 



The community was invited to join us for a special presentation hosted by the Pike 

High School Black History Club on Friday, February 26, in the Pike Performing 

Arts Center. Over the past 8 years, approximately 400 Pike High School graduates 

have chosen to attend Historically Black Colleges or Universities (HBCUs). This 

community event was developed to highlight, discuss, and explore the important 

role that HBCUs have had in producing some of the best and brightest scientists, 

attorneys, doctors, engineers, information technologists and other professionals. 

Pike High School has developed a postsecondary connection called the “HBCU Pipeline.” At 

HBCUs Do Matter, guests met and heard from a panel of Pike High School graduates who 

recently earned degrees from an HBCU and received information about national and institutional 

scholarships. In addition, HBCU admission applications were available for seniors, and local 

HBCU representatives/alumni were on hand for individual meetings and consultations.  

Our Pike High School family raised $3,500 for the American Cancer Society with their 
annual Faculty vs. Student Basketball game this year.  

Pike High School's Encores, Mystiques, Combo, and Crew had terrific performances at 

Edgewood High School on Saturday, February 6. Jai Tudor and Tiana Williams were recognized 

as Outstanding Performers and Aubaine Rutland received the best soloist award. The Mystiques 

advanced to the evening finals and placed 1st Runner-up in the Women's Show Choir Division.  

Tras McMillian and Thierno Diallo qualified for the wrestling Semi State! 



Our Lady Red Devil Swim team finished runner-up at Sectionals on Saturday, February 6 and 

qualified for state in three events. Cathryn Schroeder was the Sectional Champ in the 50 

Freestyle and the 100 Freestyle, and our girls 200 free relay team of Cathryn Schroeder, 

Cleopatra Herron, Madelyn, and Kylie Smith were named Sectional champions with a time of 

1:45.83.    

On Saturday, February 27, more than 350 people joined us for a Community Open House and 

Ribbon Cutting to celebrate our new Aquatics and Pike Career and STEM Centers. Guests had 

the opportunity to take guided tours, obtain information about available programs and services, 

register for swim lessons, and more.

On Saturday, February 20, the Pike Township Educational Foundation (PTEF) hosted their 20th 

annual Treasures for Education. The dinner and auction was held at the JW Marriott in 

downtown Indianapolis. Marianne Lyles, morning anchor for CBS 4, served as the guest speaker 

for the event, which raised more than $30,000.

 

Accomplishments Fall Winter 

Conference Champion 1 
 Team County Champions 1 5 

School Records 2 
 All District 2 
 Four Year Letter Winners 13 5 

All MIC Conference 11 7 

All Marion County 12 8 

All Sectional (Qualifier) 11 6 

All Regional (Qualifier) 7 2 

State Qualifiers 
 

5 

Pike Scholar Athlete Awards 46 6 

MIC Scholar Athlete Awards 27 4 

 

Boys Basketball:  Marion County Champions 

Girls Basketball:  Marion County Runner Up 

Girls Swimming:  Sectional Runner Up 



Saturday, January 23rd, Pike High School once again hosted the Indiana State Scholastic Chess 

Championship Tournament. Three hundred scholastic chess players competed in seven 

sections.  All competitors qualified at a series of regional tournaments including one at New 

Augusta North.  The winners of the top two sections received college scholarships and 

represented Indiana at the National Championships.  
 

The MSD of Pike Township was well represented by students from Eagle Creek Elementary, 

Fishback Creek Public Academy, New Augusta North, and Pike High School.           

                               

Congratulations to Melissa Ruiz, who was awarded the National Center for Women and IT 

Indiana Affiliate Award for Aspirations in Computing.  

Chad Bobb was awarded the Indiana Business Education Association (IBEA), Barbara K. Beadle 

Apple this year at the Annual November Professional Development conference.  His dedication 

to business education has been demonstrated in curriculum development for his local high 

school, continual success in his Business Professionals of America chapter, and his service to the 

Indiana Business Professionals of America Executive Board. 
 

Mr. Bobb currently represents Indiana on the national scale as the Classroom Educator Advisory 

Council (CEAC) member from Indiana.  He will be representing Indiana students and teachers 

within the program and ensuring that state and national standards are tied to competitive events 

and concepts being taught within the program.  We are very proud of the success and dedication 

that Chad brings to our Indiana Business Education family and are excited about all that is yet to 

come.  Finally, Chad has been a successful part of our Entrepreneurship Curriculum 

development and mapping in Indiana through a recent project managed by IBEA and funded 

through the Indiana Department of Education. 

 
Emerging Professional of the Year 

   

Justin Smith currently teaches Computer Programming, Digital Citizenship, and 

Introduction to Computer Science at Pike High School in Indianapolis. Justin is an 

integral component of Pike’s Youth Career Connect (YCC) Grant through his 

collaboration with the IUPUI IT Diversity-Enhanced Workforce Initiative (iDEW). 

He is a Business Professionals of America (BPA) chapter advisor and the gaming 

club sponsor. Justin has experience as a store manager for three Starbucks Coffee 

Company locations to bring real-world applications and experiences into his classes. 
 

A graduate of the University of Indianapolis and Ball State University, Justin is licensed in 

business education, language arts and CTE. He holds many certifications in Microsoft and 

volunteers for several Indianapolis based events.  His colleague stated that “Mr. Smith has 

worked diligently to support students and help them become successful in all assets of their life 

along with delivering his curriculum in an effective manner.”  



On Sunday, December 13, our community came together to proudly 

present Miracle on 71st Street in the Pike Performing Arts Center. 

The show featured a variety of holiday and Christmas classics 

performed by children and adults from throughout the area. All 

proceeds were used to make the holidays brighter for deserving Pike 

Township families.     

Several yearbook students, along with the Pike’s Peek Staff recently received a number 

of awards from the Indiana High School Press Association during the annual fall convention at 

Franklin College. 

Hoosier Star finalist (ranked in top 7 in the state) 

Harvey Awards: 

First Place - Yearbook Album Spreads – Staff 

Fourth Place – Yearbook Contemporary/Chronological Design – Staff 

First Place – Feature Writing – Aubrie Marker 

Second Place – Photojournalism Portfolio – Elizabeth Sorto 

Third Place – Sports Photo – Jordan MacMillan 

Honorable Mention – Yearbook Sports Photo – Elizabeth Sorto 

Eleven teams came to compete in the Indy Northwest-Pike 

Township FIRST Lego League Qualifying Tournament, 

which was hosted at Pike High School on November 8. Six 

elementary school teams proudly represented our district. 

Five teams from surrounding area schools also took part. 

Participants competed in three rounds; core values, project, 

and robot design, prior to advancing to a robot game. Prior to 

competing in this portion of the tournament, teams 

programmed a robot to complete a number of tasks. 

The Iron Sharks team from Creekside Middle School took 

home the championship trophy, with Eagle Creek's 

Engineering Eagles coming in as runner up. 



On Monday, November 2, Pike High School's Spell Bowl team won their area competition at 

Danville High School, qualifying fifth in the state out of 57 teams. Freshman Katie Danforth led 

the team. Sophomore Emily Hyatt missed just one word; Joy Morounfolu and Damilola Fasipe 

missed two words each. Other valued spellers were Ashaunte Jones, Jada Johnson, Jalynn Carter, 

Makenzie Phillips, Atinuke Ayangade, and Breanna Steiff. Kennedy Steele served as the 

alternate. 

Pike High School proudly presented The Wiz for their fall musical this year 

and our students did a masterful job. The level of talent and the quality of 

production was remarkable. 

Pike High School was selected to receive a 2015 Educational Excellence 

Award from the Indianapolis Urban League. The award recognizes the 

academic success and educational opportunity in Pike.

Congratulations to the students, staff and parents of the Pike Crimson Rage Marching Band for 

their success on Saturday, September 26, at the Phantom Regiment Red and Black Classic at 

Northern Illinois University in DeKalb, Illinois. The band placed 2nd out of 28 bands with a 

score of 73.05! They were edged out by Lincoln Way North by a difference of 1.3 points. This 

competition featuring bands from Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin and Iowa was judged by 

BOA/DCI judges and offered a great chance to receive valuable information for upcoming 

competition as well as a great finish for the band. 

Bethany Downs, a senior, was elected to be a Trustee of Key Club International at their annual 

convention in June of 2015. She is just one of 11 students worldwide (and the only Indiana 

student) elected by her peers to serve the 275,000 member organization. 



With support from our district, the Pike Township Educational 

Foundation proudly presented Motown Magic at the Pike Performing 

Arts Center on Saturday, September 19. The show, which celebrated 

the cultural significance and incredible sounds of Motown, raised 

more than $13,000 to support Pike students and educators.  

The Eagle Creek Little League all-star squad won their second state championship and did an 

outstanding job in the Regional Tournament, finishing as one of the top 10 teams in the nation! 

The team consisted of several Pike Township students, including Nicholas Banks, Cobe Brown, 

Miles Clark, Damon Cox, Malachi Hamblin, Nygel Pegues, and Jakob Rotvold.   

Pike Township student, Sabrina Richard, was selected to compete on Rachel Ray's Kids Cook-

Off. The Food Network show featured eight multi-talented junior chefs who were put to the test 

through a series of tough cooking challenges and high-pressure obstacles, as they vied for a 

$20,000 culinary scholarship and their own web series on FoodNetwork.com.  

The GCMS robotics team had an excellent season. While at the Mayor’s competition, the team 

earned the Judge’s Award, which is given to the team that the judges decide is deserving of 

special recognition. Judges consider a number of possible criteria for this award, such as team 

displays of special attributes, exemplary effort and perseverance at the event, and team 

accomplishments or endeavors throughout the season that may not fall under existing awards - 

but are nonetheless deserving of special recognition. With their second place finish at the VEX 

Robotics Competition, GCMS qualified for the Indiana VEX IQ Middle School State 

Championship, where they received the Excellence Award. They ultimately finished 12th out of 

24th and also received the Sportsmanship Award for earning the respect and admiration of the 

volunteers and other teams at the event. 





Why An Indiana Elementary School Wants 
Teachers Thinking About Race 
APRIL 20, 2016 | 5:29 PM 

BY PETER BALONON-ROSEN 

 
Getting teachers to realize their own assumptions can mean having conversations about an often-taboo topic: Race. (Phil 
Roeder/Flickr) 

INDIANAPOLIS — At Eagle Creek Elementary School, the student body is diverse. 

Three of every four students are students of color. Over half of the school’s 520 

students qualify for free or reduced lunch. Sixteen different languages are spoken in the 

students’ homes. 

But for teachers at the school in northwest Indianapolis, it’s a different story. 

There are 37 licensed, full time staff. All but four are white. 

And that can mean a disconnect between teacher and student experiences. Teachers 

may enter the classroom with preconceived notions — unconscious biases, 

assumptions about a student’s background or misinterpretations of a student’s culture. 

The complicated part? Teachers might not even realize they’re doing any of that. 

To get teachers to recognize their assumptions, Ayana Coles, an African American third 

grade teacher, invited fellow staff to talk about an often-taboo topic: race. 

“I wanted teachers to be more aware of what they’re bringing into the classroom, but 

also shift the conversation towards how we can use our curriculum to empower our 

students,” Coles says. 

http://indianapublicmedia.org/stateimpact/author/pbalonon/
http://indianapublicmedia.org/stateimpact/files/2015/04/hands.jpg


Eagle Creek Elementary Student population 

Create pie charts 

So she gathered a group of teachers for an informal study group on race and culture, 

entitled Courageous Conversations. During the group meetings, Coles facilitated 

sessions for teachers to speak about their own racial experiences. 

“We had very intense conversations about our own experiences with race, our children’s 

experience with race,” Coles says. “How that effects school, how our biases can play a 

role in our classroom.” 

It was an awakening that reverberated throughout the building for staff like Principal 

Kevin Kempton, a white man. 

“The goal of that was could we build a safe environment where staff of different cultures 

could talk openly about their questions?” Kempton says. “Even ask simple questions 

like ‘Can I use that terminology? Is that right or is that wrong?’” 

Kempton says it also laid the groundwork for teachers to talk sensitive topics — white 

teachers’ own biases from growing up in all-white neighborhoods, black teachers’ 

concerns about their children’s safety and each person’s role in making the school more 

culturally competent. 

“I wanted to make sure ‘Can a white middle class principal be effective in a building that 

is different than me?’,” Kempton says. “For a while, I was afraid there may be a ‘No’ to 

the answer.” 

Kempton found the conversations so eye-opening and useful for teachers, he made 

conversation about cultural relevancy and its impact on instruction part of formal teacher 

training. This school year, all full-time, certified teachers participated in the 

conversations. 

The Indiana Department of Education recognized the school for the productive 

conversations. Kempton’s seen the language staff use in the building change. And his 

opinion about his own role changed, too. 

“I have come to the conclusion where now it’s a very strong ‘Yes’,” Kempton says. “But I 

will only remain effective if I remain mindful of the students I serve, and become as 

open and knowledgeable and self-reflective as possible. That’s going to be key.” 

 

https://infogr.am/cf9pXeG6HET2l7UM
http://charts.infogr.am/pie-chart?utm_source=embed_bottom&utm_medium=seo&utm_campaign=pie_chart
http://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/outreach/20160331-eaglecreekelementary.pdf
http://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/outreach/20160331-eaglecreekelementary.pdf


Eagle Creek Elementary School Staff 
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But challenges remain at the school. Almost one in five students are Hispanic, but 

there’s no Latino teacher at the school (something Principal Kempton says he’s like 

changed). About half the student body is black, but only four teachers are. 

Kempton says he’s grateful the college student tutors that work with the school through 

IUPUI are a more diverse group. 

“What I’m wanting my kids to do is just see role models that look like them that inspire 

them,” Kempton says. “It bothers me to think that in a minority school, all of their models 

that they’re seeing may not look like them. I want them to see themselves.” 

Teacher Ayana Coles, who led the initial discussions on race at Eagle Creek, 

says there’s no easy formula to make a school culturally competent, but it’s important to 

understand students. 

“I wholeheartedly believe that children of color, people who come from lower socio-

economic status … they’re oppressed,” Coles says. “We can teach children how to think 

about the world around them and then use education to change it.” 

But to reach students, that means getting through to one group first. 

“That won’t happen,” Cole says,” if teachers aren’t on board.” 

https://infogr.am/9ARvALwRrCpYtEjo
http://charts.infogr.am/column-chart?utm_source=embed_bottom&utm_medium=seo&utm_campaign=column_chart

